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Barts Health Archives and Museums 

Research guide: The built environment 

Barts Health Archives and Museums holds a significant collection of records linked to the 

built environment including architectural drawings, maps, plans, photographs and surveyors 

records. These provide an insight into prevalent architectural fashions and trends in civic 

building and patterns of demographic change in East London and demonstrate the way 

hospitals have adapted and changed their estate to accommodate new healthcare needs. 

Pertinent records for St Bartholomew’s 

Hospital include the series at 

SBHB/HC/44 which contains plans of 

the estate covering the period 1816 to 

1971. Meanwhile the records at 

SBHB/HC/43 relate to speculative 

plans for the site for the period 1758–

1765, giving an insight into alternative, 

unrealised visions of the hospital. Also 

of interest are the records of the Works 

Department at SBHB/WO, which 

document estates issues and capital 

building projects on the hospital site 

between the 1950s and 1970s.  

Records relating to the 18th-century 

rebuilding of the hospital to the designs 

of James Gibbs, including bills of work 

and agreements with contractors, are 

catalogued as SBHB/HA/19. 

Photographs of St Bartholomew’s 

Hospital estate can be found in the 

SBHX8 Photographic Collection 

fonds. 

 

The (Royal) London Hospital Surveyors and estate records found at RLHLH/S includes 

maps, plans and schematic drawings alongside administrative records offering an overview 

of buildings on the London Hospital estate between 1752 and 1989. Meanwhile the Records 

of the Works Department found at RLHLH/WO provide an insight into maintenance of the 

hospital.  

 

 

SBHX8/267 Construction of King George V surgical block, 
c.1929 
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The photographic series called 

Buildings, departments etc. at 

RLHLH/P/2 includes extensive 

photographs of the buildings that 

constitute the hospital estate and 

are arranged by building. The 

majority of the images date from 

before 1980 and include both 

internal and exterior shots of most 

buildings, as well as photographs 

documenting major building 

projects. The series also includes 

some born-digital images produced 

in 2005–2006 which feature many of 

the buildings and streets 

demolished prior to the construction 

of the 2012 hospital building 

(designed by HOK for Skanska). 

The redevelopment of both The Royal London Hospital and St Bartholomew’s Hospital under 

a Private Finance Initiative (PFI) scheme in the mid-2000s can be charted through the board 

minutes of Barts and The London NHS Trust. The Board records (Open Versions) 

covering the period 1994–2012 can be found at RLHBL/A/4. 

Performing a free-text search for the terms ‘estates records’, ‘surveyor’ and ‘works’  will 

return records relevant to other hospitals and healthcare organisations held in the archive 

collections, although the volume of material that has survived is very variable. Again, where 

records exist, these are likely to be useful to consult in conjunction with administrative 

records and photographs from those hospitals to give a more complete picture.  

For those interested in the history of higher education buildings the records of St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical School and The Royal London Hospital Medical College will 

be useful. Of particular note are the College Buildings and Services subfonds at 

SBHMS/B (for St Bartholomew’s) and the RLHMC/P/1 series Buildings (for The Royal 

London). 

Researchers interested in The Royal London should also explore the Survey of London: 

Histories of Whitechapel website (at https://surveyoflondon.org/). The Medical and Education 

sections contain detailed histories of buildings affiliated to The Royal London Hospital and 

The London Hospital Medical College (often based on research conducted at Barts Health 

NHS Trust Archives), alongside current images. The essays on the site include full citations 

for archive material. 

 

 

RLHLH/P/2/90 The Oxford Arms, Stepney Way 

https://surveyoflondon.org/

